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This Is the Day 
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_______________________________________________________________ 

AS WE GATHER 
At last! The day of Easter is finally here! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! The darkness of death is now overwhelmed by the light of Christ’s resurrection 
victory. Satan stands defeated, and death is destroyed. The enemy no longer has power 
over Christ Jesus, nor does he have claim over your life either! As you bow in faith 
before Jesus and rise to sing your praises to Him early this Easter morning, may the joy 
of this day inspire you to find joy in your Savior every day. New beginnings start at the 
empty tomb, and there’s no better way to begin our Easter celebration than at the 
break of day, joining together to sing the praises of Him who died yet was raised to life 
again. “This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 
118:24). 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper today, 
please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  For members, it 
is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the table.  For guests, it 
explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual 
preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.    

 PREPARATION  
(Rise) 
OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN #467   “Awake, My Heart, With Gladness”              1-3, 6-7 

Awake, my heart, with gladness, See what today is done; 
Now, after gloom and sadness, Comes forth the glorious sun. 
My Savior there was laid Where our bed must be made 
When to the realms of light Our spirit wings its flight. 
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The foe in triumph shouted When Christ lay in the tomb; 
But lo, he now is routed, His boast is turned to gloom. 
For Christ again is free; In glorious victory 
He who is strong to save Has triumphed o’er the grave. 

This is a sight that gladdens What peace it doth impart! 
Now nothing ever saddens The joy within my heart. 
No gloom shall ever shake, No foe shall ever take 
The hope which God’s own Son In love for me has won. 

Now I will cling forever To Christ, my Savior true; 
My Lord will leave me never, Whate’er He passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain; 
He shatters hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all. 

He brings me to the portal That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal Is found in script of gold: 
“Who there My cross has shared Finds here a crown prepared; 
Who there with Me has died Shall here be glorified.” 

INVOCATION  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  
 our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on the promises of God’s Word. 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and  
 unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by  
 what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  
 loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
 ourselves. 
Pastor: As we bow before you in faith at the break of day, we take refuge in the  
 mercy you provide for us through your Son’s victory over sin, death, and  
2 the grave. 



People: Forgive us, renew us, and lead us. Enliven us by your Spirit. Fill our  
 hearts with joy that we may walk by faith this day and always to the  
 glory of your holy name. Amen. 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has raised Christ from the dead and crowned  
 Him with glory and honor. Because the risen King has conquered death  
 and delivered us from our sins, we stand forgiven in His sight. As your  
 pastor, it is my joy this Easter morning to forgive you all your sins in the  
 name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  WORD  

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                   Page 155 

Refrain:    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of 
victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, through your only-begotten Son, Jesus  
 Christ, you defeated death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life. 
People: Take away all gloom and sadness, and fill us with the joy of His  
 resurrection victory; 
Pastor: through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen.   
(Be seated) 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 15:1–11 (The Israelites praise the Lord for His 
triumph and their salvation.) Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song 
to the LORD, saying, “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.2 The LORD is my strength and my 
song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my 
father's God, and I will exalt him. 3 The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his name. 
4 “Pharaoh's chariots and his host he cast into the sea, and his chosen officers 
were sunk in the Red Sea. 5 The floods covered them; they went down into the 
depths like a stone. 6 Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, your right hand, 
O LORD, shatters the enemy. 7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow 
your adversaries; you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 8 At the 
blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the floods stood up in a heap; the 
deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will 
overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. I will draw my 
sword; my hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with your wind; the sea covered 
them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 11 “Who is like you, O LORD, among 
the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 5:6b–8   (“Let us therefore celebrate the festival.”) 
Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the 
old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, 
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, 
not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
BELLS                                   “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 20:1–18  (Mary Magdalene sees the risen Lord Jesus.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.   
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Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while 
it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So 
she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, 
and they were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look 
in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 
7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen 
cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples went back to their homes. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to 
look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to 
be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).  
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 
but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 
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SERMON HYMN #461         “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                              1-5  
I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 

He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 

He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 

He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 

SERMON 

HYMN #461                        “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                                6-8 
He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest and King. 

He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 

He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives; I know that my Redeemer lives! 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and 
was buried.  And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 
no end.   
6 continued 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located at the 
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are 
finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and return it to the center 
aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to greet after the service.  

(Rise) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. 
 Lord God, on this glorious day, fill your people with a holy fear at the  
 resurrection of your Son, that we would tremble no longer before the  
 grave but rejoice and live in the truth of your power to save. Lord, in  
 your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Be with Matthew, our Synod president; John, our district president; and  
 all our pastors. Keep them faithful to deliver to your people the  
 apostolic Gospel of your Son’s death, burial and resurrection. Lord, in  
 your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Let us hold fast to the Word preached to us, that receiving it with joy  
 we may take our stand in it and be saved by it. Hinder all who would  
 sow doubt into our hearts, and grant us courage to confess its truth in  
 our life and conversation. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Bless Joseph, our president, and all who make and administer our laws.  
 Frustrate the forces of evil, and do not let our leaders cooperate with  
 them or further their goals. Guard our armed forces as they stand  
 watch for us at home and abroad. Let them serve with honor and  
 integrity. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.  
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Pastor: Have mercy on the sick and those in any need especially Chris, Karen,  
 Dick, Wendy, Michael, Margie, Anna, Jim, Eugene, Charlene, Danielle,  
 Marlene, RoseMarie, Dorothy, Janice, Marga, Ardis, Noah, Guy, Mike,  
 Jill, Janet, Vern, Cathy, Helga, June, Shirley and Sarah. Let the dawning  
 light of the new creation in Christ sustain them in faith. In accord with  
 your will, grant them renewed health — a foretaste of their eternal  
 healing in Him. Lord, in your mercy,  
People:  hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Give us joy in your Son’s great victory feast as He shares it with us from  
 this altar. In the eating of His true body and the drinking of His precious  
 blood in faith, overcome our sin by His forgiveness and swallow up our  
 death in His life, that we may be glad and rejoice in His salvation. Lord,  
 in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Comfort those who mourn with the truth of Christ’s empty tomb, that  
 in the midst of their grief they may abide in the hope of His  
 resurrection. Uphold them in faith as they await the day when you will  
 wipe every tear from all faces. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: We join today in singing eternal alleluias with innumerable angels in  
 festal gathering, with the assembly of the firstborn enrolled in heaven  
 and with the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and we bring these  
 petitions before you, dear Father, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus  
 Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People:  Amen.  

        SACRAMENT  
PREFACE 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary….  evermore praising you and saying:  

SANCTUS                 Page 161 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on  

  those whom you created and sent your only-begotten Son into our flesh  
  to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the  
  salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body  
  and His blood on the cross.  
  Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg you, O  
  Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with your Word and Spirit.  
  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do  
  in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of  
  the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the  
  Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;  
  deliver and preserve us. To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and  
  worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
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PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                 Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

BELLS                                      “At the Lamb’s High Feast” 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #490       “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” 

Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won! Death no longer can appall me; 
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done! From the grave will Christ recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; This shall be my confidence. 

Jesus lives! To Him the throne High above all things is given. 
I shall go where He is gone, Live and reign with Him in heaven. 
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! This shall be my confidence. 

Jesus lives! For me He died, Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide, Praise to Him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; This shall be my confidence. 

Jesus lives! I know full well Nothing me from Him shall sever. 
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be my sure defense; This shall be my confidence. 

Jesus lives! And now is death But the gate of life immortal; 
This shall calm my trembling breath When I pass its gloomy portal. 
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: Jesus is my confidence! 

HYMN #480  “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 

He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
He opened death’s prison, the incarnate, true Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 

10    And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 



The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 
And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 
Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
CLOSING SENTENCES  
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
Pastor: This is the LORD’s doing; 
People: it is marvelous in our eyes. 
Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 
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EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Pastor: Again, I declare to you: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
All:  Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN #463  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”  

Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia!  
Christians, hasten on your way;  Alleluia! 
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia!  
At the paschal victim’s feet.  Alleluia!  

For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 
 Sinless in the sinner’s stead.  Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia!  
Now He lives, no more to die.  Alleluia! 

Hail, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!  
God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 
When contending death and life, Alleluia!  
Met in strange and awesome strife.  Alleluia! 

Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia!  
All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia!  
Now He lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
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