EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Two Kings. Two Kingdoms
July 13 & 14, 2024

AS WE GATHER

We are reminded in Romans 13:1, “Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been
instituted by God.” The governing authorities placed over us are intended for order for
us as citizens and for the establishment of laws. Yet what happens when governing
authorities do evil, rather than the will of God? In today’s Gospel from Mark 6, we are
reminded what evil governing can do, as Herod would behead John the Baptist. Though
it was a time of sobering grief and shocking sorrow for the disciples and Christ Himself,
Jesus would continue in His mission for the sins of the world. Herod’s kingship would
eventually come to an end. Christ’s kingship would be established to rule eternally. May
we obey the appropriate authorities placed over us, yet amid assured sinfulness in
earthly governance, remain firm with our citizenship under the King and kingdom that
has no end.

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper today,
please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For members, it
is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the table. For guests, it
explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual
preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME
"Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him,
"If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free." (John 8:31-32, ESV)

HANDSHAKES & HUGS
" PREPARATION &
OPENING HYMN #525 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’'nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity.
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Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born,

Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn:
Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem,

The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem.

Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,

Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.

No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight,

But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright.

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,

Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die.

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above,

Crown Him the king to whom is giv'n The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall;

Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all.

(Rise)

INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD,

People: who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared.

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought,
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful

condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ,
and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.



People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE Page 155
Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Refrain

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, you granted your prophets strength to resist the
temptations of the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us
pure hearts and minds to follow your Son faithfully even into suffering
and death; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

(Be seated)

% WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 7:7-15 (Amos’s vision and prophecy to the

people) ” This is what he showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall

built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me,
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“Amos, what do you see?” And | said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,“Behold,
| am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; | will never again pass
by them;’ the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of
Israel shall be laid waste, and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the
sword.” ' Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel,
saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The
land is not able to bear all his words. ™ For thus Amos has said, “Jeroboam shall
die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.””** And Amaziah
said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there,
and prophesy there, ®but never again prophesy at Bethel, forit is the king's
sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” ** Then Amos answered and said to
Amaziah, “I was'® no prophet, nor a prophet's son, but | was a herdsman and a
dresser of sycamore figs. ** But the LORD took me from following the flock, and
the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3—14 (Spiritual blessings in Christ)

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, * even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love ® he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, ® to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, & which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 2 making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ
1935 a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth.!In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of
his will, *so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise
of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
“who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the

praise of his glory.
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29 (The death of John the Baptist)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John
the Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers
are at work in him.” ®But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He isa
prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” ** But when Herod heard of it, he said,
“John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.” *” For it was Herod who had sent and
seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's
wife, because he had married her. * For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not
lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” *® And Herodias had a grudge against
him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he
heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.?*But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and
military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 2 For when Herodias's
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king
said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 2 And

he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, | will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.” 24 And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should | ask?”
And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” >> And she came in immediately
with haste to the king and asked, saying, “l want you to give me at once the head
of John the Baptist on a platter.” ** And the king was exceedingly sorry, but
because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her.

7 And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head.
He went and beheaded him in the prison 22 and brought his head on a platter and
gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 2 When his disciples heard
of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

Pastor: Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

“Jesus Loves Me” LSB #588
Jesus loves me! This | know, For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He has washed away my sin, Lets His little child come in.
Yes Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

SERMON HYMN #850 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,

For the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!

From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days,

For the living of these days.

Cure Your children’s waring madness; Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;

Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.

SERMON “When Kingdoms Clash” Mark 6:14-29
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(Rise)

OFFERTORY LSB p. 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

CATECHISM The Second Petition and Explanation: Question 257

Pastor: In the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer, we pray:

People: Thy kingdom come.

Pastor: What does this mean?

People: The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but
we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

Pastor: How does God’s kingdom come?

People: God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy
Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly
lives here in time and there in eternity.

Pastor: What do we ask and seek from our Father in this petition?

People: We ask that the kingdom of God would come among us, and so we
pray that God would give us His Spirit so that we may believe His
Word and live “under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness”;

Pastor: God’s Word would be proclaimed throughout the world—also by us—
that His Spirit might bring others under His gracious reign;

People: Jesus would return soon and fully manifest His rule.

(Be seated)

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone.
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to
greet after the service.

(Rise)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

After each petition:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

At the conclusion of the prayers:

Pastor: ...one God forever.
People: Amen.
W SACRAMENT
PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, through the blood of Christ, has
given us an inheritance that will never spoil or fade and a kingdom that
lasts forever. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you and saying:

SANCTUS Page 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI Page 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN #686 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

Come, Thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee; May | still Thy goodness prove.

Here | raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I've come;

And | hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand’ring from the fold of God,;
He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I’'m constrained to be;

Let that grace now like a fetter Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it; Prone to leave the God | love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above.
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Oh, that day when freed from sinning, | shall see Thy lovely face;

Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; Take my ransom’d soul away;

Send Thine angels soon to carry Me to realms of endless day.

HYMN #342 “What a Hope! An Eden Prophesied”

What hope! An Eden prophesied Where tame live with the wild;
The lamb and lion side by side, Led by a little child!

A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, A branch from David’s line,
A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem: The fruit of God’s design.

As banner of God’s love unfurled, Christ came to suffer loss,
That by His death a dying world Would rally to the cross.

Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, Lost Paradise restore;
Lead past the angel’s flaming sword — Come, open heaven’s door.

HYMN #620 “Jesus Comes Today With Healing”

Jesus comes today with healing, Knocking at my door, appealing,
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.

He Himself makes preparation, And | hear His invitation:

“Come and taste the blessed feast.”

Christ Himself, the priest presiding, Yet in bread and wine abiding

In this holy sacrament,

Gives the bread of life, once broken, And the cup, the precious token
Of His sacred covenant.

Under bread and wine, though lowly, | receive the Savior holy,
Blood and body, giv’'n for me,

Very Lamb of God from heaven, Who to bitter death was given,
Hung upon the cursed tree.

God descends with heav’'nly power, Gives Himself to me this hour
In this ordinary sign.

On my tongue His pledge receiving, | accept His grace, believing
That | taste His love divine.
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Let me praise God’s boundless favor, Whose own feast of love | savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.

Wedding garments He provides me, With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Now have | found consolation, Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Thy kingdom come,

People: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Pastor: Gracious Lord, as your kingdom comes through bread and wine, the
body and blood of our Savior, we give you thanks for refreshing us
through this gift. As you give us a foretaste of the feast to come in your
everlasting kingdom and the inheritance given to us as your adopted
children,

People: strengthen us through the same in faith toward you and in fervent
love toward one another;

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and " give
you peace.

People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #922 “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”

Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.

Waking, sleeping, | am with you; You are my own.

In My love’s baptismal river | have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing — You are My own.

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

Here you learned how much | love you, What | can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;

Here you touched Him, saw His glory.

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;

Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.

Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.

| the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;

| the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace.

| the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; | will keep you And give you peace.
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